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SUBJECT: SECURITY INPORMATION IN ALEXANDRIA 
REF: ALEXANDRIA 0723, ALEXANDRIA PORT 

1 . DPO VALERGA AND I AGREED LATE LAST WEEK THAT OUR UNPRECEDENTED 
INABILITY ARRANGE APPOINTMENT WITH USUAL SOURCES IN LOCAL SECURITY 
APPARATUS, COLONESL ABDEL HADI AND MEGD, COULD WELL HAVE BEEN 
BECAUSE THEY KNEW SUBJECT WE WOULD PROBABLY RAISE WOULD BE CONCERNING 
LATEST PRESS STORIES ON PANATICAL MOSLEM GROUPS, AND THEY WERE 
RELUCTANT TO DISCUSS MATTER. ALEXANDRIA 0723 MENTIONED ABDEL 

HADTS DISCOMFORT IN LESS CRITICAL DISCUSSION OF "SOLDIERS OP 
GOD." 

2. BECAUSE OP OUR SUSPICIONS, I PINALLY REQUESTED MEETING WITH 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OP SECURITY, GENERAL BASSEM GHEISS (ALEXANDRIA 
0945). HE WAS AS GRACIOUS AND CORDIAL AS EVEN IN RECEIVING ME, 

BUT AS SOON AS CONVERSATION TURNED TO RECENT ARRESTS AND THEIR 
SIGNIPICANCE, BASSEM CLAMMED UP. WHEN I PRESSED A LITTLE, HE 
SAID: "THESE MATTERS ARE POLITICAL. I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO 
DISCUSS THE. YOU MUST TALK WITH THE MINISTRY OP INTERIOR IN 
CAIRO." 
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3. OUR RELATIONS HAVE BEEN SO GOOD, I PRESSED NO PURTHER, SAYING 
I WOULD PASS ON HIS SUGGESTION TO THE AMBASSADOR. LATER, IN 
DISCUSSING CAMPAIGN AGAINST POOD PROFITEERS (ALEXANDRIA 0954), 

BASSEM HAD NO HESITATION IN CITYING "WHAT HAPPENED ON JANUARY 18 
AND 19 "AS HAVING ITS BASIS IN POPULAR DISCONTENT OP GREAT 
POLITICAL SIGNIPICANCE, ALL BUT STATING THAT INTERIOR AND SUPPLY 
MINISTRIES CAMPAIGN WAS PRECISELY DESIGNED TO CREATE POSITIVE 
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POLITICAL ATTITUDES AMONG PEOPLE OE ALEXANDRIA AS THEY SAW 
GOVERNMENT "DOING SOMETHING TO HELP THEM FIGHT THE RISING COST 
OE LIVING. 

CHASE 
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